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When we begin to inquire into the early history of Protestantism in Ulster it very soon 

becomes clear that its baptism was one of fire and of blood. It was an awful price that 

our forefathers paid in 1641 just for being Protestant. One historian said “In 1641 

Ulster became a veritable field of blood. As far as the eye could see, Protestant homes 

were in flames”. 

The massacre itself began on the night of 23rd October 1641. The purpose of it was to 

rid Ireland of the Protestant Faith and replace it with the priest-craft of Romanism. The 

significance of the date on which the bloodletting was to start is that it was to 

celebrate the feast of Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits. (Play/download our 

mp3 “What is a Jesuit?”)   October 23rd 1641 was the centenary year in Ireland and 

instigating this massacre of Protestants is how they choose to celebrate it. What they 

proceeded to do was so sickening and barbaric that finding words to explain it is 

almost impossible. Such was the gravity and enormity of this slaughter that it changed 

the course of history not only in Ulster, but throughout these Britannic Isles. 

The Irish Papists were led by a wretch called Phelim O’Neill. These Papish insurgents 

seized town after town massacring all the Protestant inhabitants with a barbaric 

cruelty that knew no distinction between man, woman or child and even the unborn. 

The dwelling of the Protestant clergyman and the farmhouse of the Protestant 

husbandman were all in flames too. 

Something worthy of noting is that these atrocities do not depend upon mere hearsay 

as there are to this day volumes of sworn depositions in the library of Trinity College in 

Dublin and are available on-line too. These depositions held in Trinity College, indicate 

that some one hundred thousand Protestants perished in the most cruel manner 

imaginable at the hands of these Papist butchers.  All of these attest to the reality of 

the horrors of this awful time in our history. It is to these accounts that we now turn. 
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They tell of infants whose brains were bashed against a wall until they died in agony in 

front of the face of the child’s mother before they themselves were taken and hung. 

One mother was even 

hung and the barbaric 

Papists also killed her 

baby by tying it with its 

mother’s hair to hang it 

too. 

Others were thrown 

into boiling pots and 

even thrown to the pigs. 

There were poor 

Protestants who had 

their eyes gouged out of 

their heads and those 

who had hands and legs 

cut off. All these sickening acts were carried out by these Papish wretches as sport. 

In one report it is stated that they behaved more like devils than men. During all this 

suffering the poor Protestants were mocked as they were left – often stripped naked –

to perish in the coldest winter that could be remembered. The death of these poor 

Protestants was sport to these Papish wretches; however, in the sight of the Lord it 

was precious. (Psalm 116 verse 15) 

At Loughgall in Co. Armagh, three hundred Protestants, men, women and children, for 

no age or gender was spared, after being stripped naked and mocked for a time were 

driven into their church, the doors barred and all within were burned alive. The 

remains of that church and a memorial plaque can be viewed to this day in the County 

Armagh village. 
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On the same day just five miles away from this church, one hundred and ninety six 

Protestants were taken to a bridge in Portadown and drowned in the River Bann. To 

prevent them from escaping, babies were tied in sacks before being thrown in to the 

river. No act was deemed 

too cruel for these Papish 

wretches. However they 

have now gone to their rest 

and their loss is not to be 

mourned as we know their 

works will follow them. On 

Judgment Day they will have 

all their barbaric deeds to 

answer for and we know that the righteous Judge of all the earth will “reward” them 

accordingly. 

When the Irish Papists arose in a murderous rebellion against their Protestant 

neighbors they were told to wear a white armband. This they did in order to be told 

apart in the slaughter that was to follow; anyone found not wearing an armband was 

put to death. 

A Roman Catholic Bishop was the brain-child 

of the whole horrible enterprise. The Roman 

clergy of all grades were present when the 

worst of these atrocities were being 

committed; on many occasions blessing them 

for their cruelty against the Protestants. The 

Priests of Rome would tell the Irish Papists 

that they were serving God; that Protestants 

were worse than dogs, they were devils and 

killing them was a meritorious act.  
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Of all the appalling acts that these Papist butchers carried out in the name of Christ, 

what happened to Rev. Thomas Murray of Killyleagh was particularly sickening. He was 

crucified between two other Protestant gentlemen in a blasphemous mockery of 

Calvary. His two sons were cut to pieces before their mother’s eyes before she herself 

was made to suffer the same fate. 

This awful bloodletting was not limited to any one county. Coleraine in the north of 

Ulster saw some six thousand perish, again in the most cruel manner. Because death 

was everywhere in Ulster in 1641, there carried with it a pestilential fever. This fever 

too is said to have killed many thousands. Another great hazard that Protestants 

endured amidst the murderous persecution by the Irish Papists was the weather. It 

was a colder winter than it had been for years and snow lay on the ground from 

November through to February of 1642, claiming thousands of more lives. Those who 

died did so in a slow and painful manner, being forced off their land by the Papists, and 

forced to wander about in the snow and freezing conditions until they perished. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Down and Connor Evor McMahon, commissioned 

Phelim O’Neill to leave no Protestant breathing in his diocese and to let none of them 

escape. This instruction led to some of the worst and tragic scenes of this dismal 

persecution. Apart from the scenes already mentioned, babies were thrown to be 

devoured by pigs while their mothers were made to watch in horror. The massacre by 

Irish Papists in 1641 was Ulster’s “St. Bartholomew”, only much worse. It was infinitely 

more terrible and cruel in Ireland as the Papists took their time, stretching out their 

fiendish deeds. Their slaughter continued from October 1641 to the end of 1642 when 

they thought the “job” was done. What they failed to consider however was that God 

had not finished with the Ulster Protestant and that no devil from hell or Pope of Rome 

was going to get his evil way. 

It should not be thought strange to wonder that the cold-blooded massacre of a 

hundred thousand defenceless Protestants should touch the hearts of fellow 

Protestants everywhere as it did. In the seventeenth century news travelled slowly and 

in some cases it was not unusual for it to take weeks before the mainland got to hear 

the details of each of these atrocities. After the murder on 9th January 1642 of eighty 
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old and frail residents of Ballintoy who were slaughtered in their beds as they slept, 

Scots, under the command of Major General Monroe landed in February and were 

among the first contingent of Scottish troops that arrived to aid the Ulster Protestants 

in their hour of need. It should not be thought remarkable that news of this butchery 

would arouse the anger of the “Mother of all Parliaments”. In Parliament it was 

determined that the Rebellion was to be crushed and that all those involved in these 

murderous deeds should be hung. 

By the end of February 1642 some ten 

thousand Scottish troops had landed at 

Carrickfergus.  It took a further nine months 

to pass before peace and security was 

experienced by Protestant families in Ireland 

as the killing, all be it on a smaller scale had 

continued until then. By June 10th 1642 the 

Presbyterians felt confident enough to 

advertize and hold their first meeting since the massacre began in October the 

previous year. It was a memorable day and all who were present knew it and gave 

thanks to God. 

The Presbyterian clergy were joined by their brethren, the regimental chaplains of the 

Scottish soldiers who were sent to bring relief to the persecuted Protestants. This 

greatly encouraged the Protestants and a period of calm followed in Ireland; apart 

from anything else it gave them the opportunity to bury their dead and indeed to 

mourn them. 

By the end of 1642 the events in Ireland, along with what was going on in England led 

the English people to do something that up until then was unthinkable. It led them to 

question the authority of the King and before long they were raising arms against him 

and his Popish wife. The Civil War in England (1642 – 1649) changed not only England 

but Ireland forever. 
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On the 30th January 1649, King Charles 1 was taken outside the Banqueting Hall, where 

he was publically beheaded for being a tyrant, traitor and enemy of the people. (In my 

opinion Tony Blair is guilty of this too) In those days there was a spirit of justice that had 

come from God which gripped the land. The Puritans, who feared God and nobody 

else, brought this religious freedom to the realm. God had moved in Ulster where He 

had turned the tide and the Papists were on the back foot. 

Ulster had begun to learn two hard lessons: 

1. The doctrine that Kings had a divine right to govern was absurd 

2. That God wanted His people to live in passive obedience to a tyrant was just not 

Biblical, nor in the interest of the Reformed Faith which they believed God had 

entrusted to them. In short, it is better to obey God than man.  

If the King will not embrace the Reformed Faith, then don’t embrace the King. 

 

Lest we forget. 

On that terrible October Saturday in 1641, the native Irish Papists, led by Sir 

Phelim O'Neill, and incited, encouraged, financed, aided and abetted by the 

Roman Catholic Church, its priests and hierarchy, rose up in an 

insurrection and  bloody massacre, the sole purpose of which was the total eradication of Protestants 

and Protestantism throughout the Emerald Isle. 


